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Before stating some of my personal recol-
lections of the great civil war, or war of the
rebellion, I will refer briefly to events that
occurred aud men that I met a few years
prior to the great conflict.

In the Spring of 1855 it was my duty,
under orders from proper authority, to pro-
ceed from Jefferson Barracks, Mo, to Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., by steamboat, with the
company to which I belonged, and to march
thence to Fort Laramie, a distance of about
630 miles. Kansas and Nebraska were then
Ternitories, and a bitter conflict was in pro-
gress between the Pro-Slavery and Free-
Btate parties in Kansas. That was long
before railroads bad been begun west of the
Missouri River. There was not a settlement
of any kind west of Fort Leavenworth on
the road then traversed by emigrants to
Utah, California and Oregon, except, per-
baps. a house or two at the crossing of Big
Blue River, known afterwardsas Marysville,
and perhaps two cabins within 30 miles of
Leavenworth. Before breaking up camp at
Fort Leavenworth

THE CHOLERA BROKE OUT
and raged fearfully in our little command of
two companies and a detachment of recruits.
Men wouid fall sick and die before we
would reach the camp for the day. Dead
and dying were, from necessity, hauled in
the same wagon. This fatality continued
only for two days after leaving Leavenworth,
or till we bad marched about 30 miles out
on the rosd towards Fort Laramie, when it
ceased altogether. I remember an English
recruit—a very young man—was riding the
pony of an officer, when a sharp scream was
heard, aud on looking to the rear, Thorpe,

the recruit, was falling from the pony. The |

impress of death was on his face. He was
piaced in an ambulance, and in less than
half an hour was dead.

FIRST SIGHT OF BUFFAILO.

On reaching the Little Blue, about 150
miles northwest from Leavenworth, we first
found buflfalo—something that all officers
and men were eager to see. A party was
made up by Capt. I. B. S, Todd and three or
four others, inecluding the writer. The
bufialo were plainly visible from camp, just
&cross the Little Blue, on the hills. They
seemed very near us. I estimated that they
were about a mile from camp, and that we
eould ride over to them and kill ail we
wanted and return to camp in two hours at
the furthest. We started, but, for some rea-
son I could not then understand, we did
Dot seem 1o get nearer the buffalo than we
were at camp. In fact, the farther we trav-
eled, the further off seemed the game; and
on we rode till the sun had gone below the
borizon before we fell in with the herd.
And such a herd! Never before or since
bave I seen s0 enormous a herd of animals
of any kind. The earth was black with
thew, and seemed like an ocean rising and
falling in black waves, whichever way we
grzed. We were all very unskillful in that
kind of hunting; besides, we were in a
hurry to get a few animals and return to
eamp. We were prebably 10 miles at that
moment from the eamp we had left at 4
o'clock p. m. About nine buffalo were
elaimed as the froit of the hunt; but
we did not take time to dress them, but set
out on our return to camp. It was soon
maunifest that

WE WERE LOST.

The country was cut up by a labyrinth of
ravines, with banks too steep to admit of
erossing, except where the buffaloes had
meade a trail. Buat on we traveled by the
light of the stars. Hostile Indians were be-
lieved to be in the vicinity, which circam-
stance forined a slight objection to our
remaining away from our troops longer
than was necessary. About 11 o'clock at
might we came to a ravine of the kind de-
scribed, with a stream of water far down
between the banks. The buffalo had made
& crossing here, and our leader thought we
eould do the same. He attempted it, but
his horse failed to eatch the opposite bauk
and fell, turning over entirely with feet up
in theair. How Captain Todd missed being
eaught under his Lorse, or thrown into the
waler beneath bim, I will not say, because
my memory fails me on this point. But I
do remember that the Captain’s watch fell
into the stream, but was recovered by fish-
ing for it with his hands. Itregunired much
time and labor to get the horse on his feet
sgain. Fioally all the party crossed, and,
after a council of war, it was decided to stay
right bere on the bank of that little stream
till daylight, and we did. But a more un-
comw fortable night was never passed. Though
Midsummer, the night air was cold. There
was not a particle of bedding with the party.
A sweat-saturated horse-blanket was my
enly beddiog. It covered me, and the bhare
ground was my bed. It was a relief when
daylight came. We had saddled our horses
and set out again to find the Little Blue
River and the great road leading to Forts
Kearney and Laramie from Leavenworth.

About sunrise a party of mounted Indians
were seen about a mile away from us to the
west, and apparently watching us. We had

no breakfast. On we rode,and finally about
11 o’clock a. m. struck the Little Blue again
and the road near it on the east bank. We
found the camp-ground of the day before,
but the troops had left it and gone on to-
wards their destination.

TIRED OF BUFFALO HUNTING.

How tired we were of buffalo hunting!
On we rode for about 20 miles further,
to the camp of that day. It was now past
noon, about 2 o'clock p. m., a8 well as I re-
member. We had eaten nothing since din-
ner on the previous afternocon. It did not
make us feel the less uncomfortable that our
commanding officer, Maj. Albemarle Cady,
was by no means cordial in his reception of
the party. I went to make my apologies for
my long absence without authority, but he
coolly told me that he had settled the mat-
ter with the senior of the hunting party,
Capt. Todd, and that he did not hold me re-
sponsible. I thought that youth and inex-
perience saved me from a severe reprimand
on that occasion. But Maj. Cady was the
most amiable and kind of men, and I know
it burt him to reprimand any one.

On we went, making our 20 miles a
day on an average, till we arrived at Fort
Laramie.

FIGHTING THE SIOUX.

During that Summer the Sioux expedi-
tion was fitted out at Fort Leavenworth
under Brig.-Gen. W. 8. Harney. The troops
at Forts Kearney and Laramie were subject
to the orders of Gen. Harney, and constituted
part of the Sioux expedition. Ash Hollow
is a wide and deep canyon near the Platte
River on the old emigrant road passing up
the Platte via Fort Laramie. It was across
the Platte from Ash Hollow that Little
Thunder’'s band of Sioux Indians was en-
camped in August, 1855, when Gen. Harney
was mo®ing his command to Fort Laramie,
The Indizns did not seem to expect an at-

ck,or to fear one, and made no demonstra-

tion against the troops. It was notorious,
however, that the Sioux had been on the |
war-path since the previous year, when they :
had killed Lieut. Grattan, 6th Inf, and about |
30 men, wbho constiteted his command. ‘
Lieut. Grattan had been detached from Fort
Laramie by Lieut. H. B. Fleming, the com-
manding oflicer,, with orders to arrest an
Indian who had beea accused by a Mormon
emigrant of killing a lame cow that he, the
emigrant, had been eompelled to abaudon.
Lieut. Grattan marched to the camp where
3,000 or more Sioux were encamped and
proceeded to execute his instructions liter-
ally, without reference to the enormous odds
against him. The Indians didn’t like to
give up the man to the Lieutenant on a per-
emptory demand. Grattan insisted. The
Indians became angry and prepared to sur-
round Grattan’s detachment. He attempted
to seize an old building as a fortification;
but he was overpowered and killed, as well
as all his party, except one who succeeded
in returning to Fort Laramie mortally
wounded. He was not able to give an intel-
ligent account of anything that occurred, in
consequence of his sufferings and delirious
condition. Haruey was sent out with his
troops to

PUNISH THE S10UX
for this massacre. But when he arrived at
Ash Hollow and saw Little Thunder’s camp
before him, he did not at first feel called
on to attack the Indians. Such, at least,
was the current report of that day. It was
his idea that he ought to parley with Little
Thunder and have an understanding of his
status towards the Government and the
white people. There were, however, two
officers under his command, one of whom
was on his staff, who combatted this idea
with all their force and energy. Maj. Win-
ship, Paymaster, was one of them. Capt.
Henry Heth, 10th Inf., was the other. The
report of that day was that Harney was
persuaded by Winship and Heth, against
his own inclinations and judgment, to at-
tack thecamp. It wasdone. Many women
and children were killed and wounded.
Doubtless some warriors were killed also.
Spotted Tail—since so famous—was in the
fight. He was the son of Little Thunder.
There was very little said about this affair
outside of military circles, and there were
many officers of the expedition who did not
approve of the attack. But that there were
hostile Sioux in all that region I do know.
For at Fort Laramie during that Sum-
mer, before the arrival of Gen. Harney, a
party of Minueconjoes early one morning
came near the fort and stampeded the en-
tire herd of mules belonging to the Post
Quartermaster, and successfully drove them
off. It was my lot to go in pursuit of them
alone for two or three miles, when I was
joined by Lieut. J. C. Kelton, 6th Inf, now
Gen. Kelton of the Adjutant-General’s De-
partment. Kelton and I, with only a re-
volver each, followed those Indians and the
captured herd 15 miles, when they (the In-
dians) stopped us. They had taken posses-
sion of & narrow pass betwesn a small moun-
tain and deep precipice, and

OFENED FIRE ON US.
We stopped a few minutes till Maj. Edward
Johnson, 6th Inf, and a soldier joined us.
We then started on, the Indians abandoned
the pass and we took it; but the mules
were now out of sight. We remained near
that point till Capt. L. P, Graham, in com-
mand of a troop of the old 2d Dragoons, ar-
rived. We turned over the pursuit to Capt.
Graham and returned to Fort Laramie for
breakfast, which we got about 6 p. m.on
that day. I believe it was in August, 1855,
I had started out in the morning before
breakfast, by order of Maj. Wm. Hoffman,
6th Tuf, Post Commander.
This was the first occasion on which I was
ever under fire, Kelton and I stood in a
broad trail on our horses, while the Indians,
75 yards in front, were deliberately firing at
us with rifles, we having only revolvess. I
was surprised at what seemed to me very
poor marksmauship on the part of the Indians.
I think, however, they were very nervous
and excited at the time, and did not, there-
fore, fire a8 accurately as when shooting at
game,
It was soon after this affair that a small

additional, with a little mountain howitzer,
the latter detachment under my command)
was ordered to proceed in charge of a wagon
train to Fort Picrre, on the Missonri River,
325 miles northeast from Fort Laramie.
Fort Pierre had for many yeass previously
been an Indian trading post, and had but
recently been purchased from the American
Fur Company by the War Department. It
had just been garrisoned by a few companies
of the 2d Inf, and was a part of Harney’s
command. Tt was his destination for the
Winter of 1855-'6. The wagon train which
Capt. C. 8. Lovell’s command was to escort
to Fort Pierre was for the use of Harney's
expedition. The march was made in Sep-
tember and October, 1855, through the very
heart of the Sioux country, and yet we
marched to Fort Pierre and back to Fort
Laramie without seeing an Indian. Our
route lay across the famous “Mauvais
Terres,” or Bad Lands. It was interesting to
me, as I was eager to see new regions, not-
withstanding the general monotony of the
scenery everywere between the Missouri and
the mountrins. At Fort Pierre I first met
CAPT. NATHANIZL LYON,

2d Inf. (aftewards Gen. Lyon), whom I have
ever regarded as the best and bravest soldier
and one of the brightest men intellectually
that I have ever known. He died too early
in the great war for the goed of his country
and for his own reputation. If he had lived
he would have won fame second to none,—in
my opinion far above all men who figured in
the great confiict.

I saw Lyon once after- this visit to Fort
Pierre. It was in St. Lounis. He and Lieut.
Charles Griffin, of the artillery, (afterwards
Gen. Griftin,) were together. They invited
me to take a walk with them on Fourth
street. We walked from the Planter’s House
down to the court-house. An auction of
slaves was in prezress at the time. A gentle-
man of well-known name had failed in busi-
ness, and his slaves had to zo to the auction
block. Among them weas an old woman, the
mother of the family sold, absut 60 vears
old. She was bid off for £30. This was the
first and last

SALE OF HUMAN BEINGS
I had ever witnessed. I had read “ Uncle
Tom’s Cabin,” Wendell Phillips’s specches
and Wm. Lloyd Garrison’s harangues, but

had never fully realized the true character |

of the institution of slavery till I witnessed
the public sale of this family. Lyon and
Griflin I found were both interested in the
question, both strong anti-slavery men, aund
both really believed that a great conflict
was soon to come, and were both f{ully coun-
vineed that the disunionists would be de-
feated in the end. PBoth of these brave men
lived to sce their conviclions verified as to
the conflict, but Lycn was too daring to
live to the end of it. Ile died at Wilson’s
Creek, leading a regiment, when he was the
commander of an army.
A HARD WINTER.

The Winter of 1855-'6 waz a hard one at
Fort Laramie. There were more than 20
young officers who had been compelled to
pass the Winter there, away from their
proper commands, in consequence of heavy
snows which had interrupted all travel. We
had no mails after November till the follow-
ing Spring. There was no amusement, ex-
cept such as cards afforded. Itis probable
that many young men took their first les-
sons in draw poker during that Winter. In
those days the slavery question dominated
all others in the arena of politics. Officers
were discussing the question with each other,
and the question of disunion was often re-
ferred to. I do not remember hearing any
oflicer, even of Bouthern birth, advocate
secession or disunion. At the same time
hardly one ever admitted the possibility of
a Republican President being clected. But
I remember one circumstance that occurred
that Winter that showed how deeply some
leading Southern statcsmen were interest-
ing themselves at that time in the question of
war and of the part that army ofiicers would
take in it.

It was common rumor that a certain offi-
cer of Southern birth had questioned his
most intimate associates on the subject, and
endeavored to ascertain which side they
would espouse in the event of an attempted
dissolution of the Union. This officer sub-
sequently became a prominent Confederate
General and was already a reputed favorite
of Jefferson Davis.

LOOKING OUT FOR THE MONEY.

I remember only one reply made to the
inquirer by a Northern-born officer. It was
in effect that he would go with the North,
a8 it was certain that the North would pay
best; that they had all the wealth of the
country and would use it for the protection
of their interests and their cause.

This was doubtless a selfish view to take
of the matter, but it was then only a specu-
lative question, and no one should be held
responsible literally for his utterances,
which may have been a jesting way of post-
poning the decision. When the time did
come the officer referred to remained true to
the Union cause. It was understood at the
time that certain prominent Southern lead-
ers were thus early sounding officers of the
army on the part they would take in the
civil war,

That was but a short time before the
Presidential eampaign in which Buchanan
and Fremont were the candidates of the
Democratic and Republican parties respect-
ively. If Fremont had succeeded in the
contest it is reasonable to believe that the
secession movement and the war to suppress
it would have begun four years earlier than
it did.

The year 1856 passed quietly enough at
Fort Laramie. Guarding a saw-mill at
Laramie Peak and the bridge over North
Platte River, 126 miles northwest from Fort
Laramie, and marching to and from those
points are the only events I now recall. It
was April 18, 1857, when a mail reached us
giving reliable news of the election of Bu-
chanan on the 4th of November, 1856,

In 1857 the War Department seemed to
be unable to decide

WHAT TO DO WITH THE ARMY.

force (one company of infantry and 30 men

The 6th Inf. was first ordered to Oregon,

overland, and the writer, then. Quartermas-
ter at Fort Laramie, was ordered to proceed
to St. Louis to procure means of transporta-
tion to the Pacific Coast for the troops at
Fort Laramie. Those were perilous times
for small parties on the road between Lara-
mie and Kearney. But the trip was made
quickly and safely with a small escort in
WAagons,

But before reaching 8t. Louis I learned
that the order directing us to go to Oregon
had been countermanded, aund, instead, an
expedition against the Cheyenne Indians
had been erdered by the War Department,
and that Col. E. V. Sumner, 1st Cav,, was to
command it. Some of the troops at Fort
Laramie were to join Sumner’s column,
which was to march out from Fort Leaven-
worth te Fort Laramie, and to move thence
southward into the Cheyenue country.

"WANTED SERVICE.

Being eager to engage in an active cam-
paign, I gave up a leave of ahsence for eight
months in order to accompany Col. Sumner’s
expedition. Sumner had arrived at Laramie
early in June with six cempanies of cavalry.
Three companies of tha 6th Inf. joined him
at Laramie. Capt. W. 8. Ketchum, com-
manding the infantry battalion; Capt. R.
W. Foote, 6th Inf, and the undersigned
commanded the other two companies. The
expedition set out in Fune for the south-
ward, and proceeded by the most practicable
route to a point where Uenver now stands,
or opposite the mouth of Cherry Creek, on
the South Platte. To this point baggage
wagons had hauled all our equipage and
supplies. Buat here Sumner determined to
send all wagons back to Fort Laramie, and

to use only pack mules for the remainder of

the campaign. My individual share of the
pack frain was one small mule, which had

to carry all my provisiong clothing, bedding, |

and tent. It was not niuch of a load then,
for all the above menT™ned supplics and
equipage were very scanty indeed.

After much diffiecliy and the drowning of

several men we sunceceded in crossing the
South Platte, some by wading, some in cor-
rugated iron wagon baxes rigged as ferry
boats. The cavalry rode over with diflienity,
as the water was high. I remember

A NEAT LITTLE LESSON IN SOLDIERSHIP
given by Sumner on thé hanks of the South
Platte,
of a party of men engaged in stretching a
rope scross the river for o férry cable.  Tak-
ing hiz men to the bank of the river he gave
the order:

*Go in, men,”

Snmner overheard him, and called out—

“Never say go in, Mr, Lomax, but come
in."

Lomax uaderstoed the point, and went
into the water first.

Well, for many weary days we followed
old trails in a southeastivird direction from
where Denver now stap Cur provisions
became exhausted, exesit that we had a
herd of cattle along. They had become very
thin. Finally, on the 29th of July, I believe
it was, the scouts (Pawns#e Indians or Dela-
wares) informed Col. Sumuper that we were
near the hostile Cheyenues. Sumner became
impatient to get at them. HHe direeted
Ketchum to move on at leisure with his
infantry battalion, while ke would trot ont

with his cavalry and try to overtake the |
i’

Indians before they could escape. In
short time, on distant hills about four miles
ahead, we could see a great commotion. It
seemed to be cansed by Indian travois
drawn by ponies, women on ponies and on
foot, children on travois, ponies, and on foot,—
all struggling and rushing to get away from
the coming cavalry. But the warriors were
not with this caravan. They had stayed

behind.
[To be continued. ]
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He Apprecintes The Tribune.

To THE EpIToR: THA TRIBUNE is the boss
Pn;mrﬂhnot for soldiers alone, but the * Rural
Topics” are better than these published in the
so-called agricultural papers. The news col-
umus, too, are excellent and give relialile in-
formation from all parts of the world.—J, H,
UsBORN, Co. G, 55th Olie, Hopkins, Mo,

T st s
A Friend to The Natlonal Tribune.

To THE Eprtor: 1 sent you 12 subseribers
last year. Will do what I can for you this
year., While TugE NATIoNAL TRIBUNE is what
it is, and I am the man 1 now am, vou can
count on me as its earncst friend.—Joux W.
CorxNisH, Bayard, Iowa.
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RBESIDE THE BARS.
| By Margaret Sangster.]
Grandmother's knitting has lost its charm;
Unheeded it lies in her ample lap,
While the sunset’s erimnson, soft and warm,
Touches the frills of her snowy cap.

Bhe is gazing on two beside the bars,
Under the maple—wheo little enre

For the growing dusk, or the rising stars,
Or the hint of frgst in the Autumu air,

One is a slender slip of u girl
And one n man in the pride of youth—
The maiden pure as the purest pearl,
The lover strong in his steadfast truth,

“Bwect, my own, as a rose of June,"
He suysfull low o'er (he golden head,

It would sound to her like a dear old tune,
Could grandmother Liear the soft words said,

For it secins bat a little while ngo
Sinee under the maple, beside thie bars,
8bLe stood a girl, while the sunset’s glow,
Melted away "mid the evening stars,

And little you dream how fund & prayer
Goes up to God threugh His silver stars,
From the aged womam guzing there,
For the two who linger beside the bars,

—_— — -~ —
BECAUSE oOF YOu, h_l\' WIFE.
Fairer the world seeins, darling,

Than it ever did before :
Brighter the blushing morning

That enters the eastern door.
SoNner the hues of sunset,

Tenderer heaven's clear blue,
Grander the songs of ocean,

And all because of you!

Because of you, my loved one,
Of you, my geatle dove,

Who brought to my Jife such blessings,
Who brought to my hesrt such love;
Who showed me how dark the woy was

I had traveled all alone,
E'er my destiny's star had risen
And over my pathway shone,

You eame to me in the Springtime,
With the robin's early trill,
And your swect voiep juined the chorus
While my listening heart seeied still,
Apd sinee that rosy morning,
When fair buds drank the dew,
I have lived in Eden's bowers,
And all because of you!

Because of you, my dear one,
Who are sitting by my side,
‘Who makes my worlyd of beauty
In n world that is s wide !
Who makes me so well contented
With my cheerful heart to-day,
Where in Winters past forever
1 could sce but ashés gray.
—Anonymous,

Licut. Lomax, Ist Cav., had charge |
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To the Doys and Girls of the ['nifed States:

We come to May, 1863. The war has
been going on two- years. During this
i. period the Army of the Potomae has been

defeated ot Bull Run; on the Peninsula;
| again at Rull Ruu; at Fredericksburg, and
Chancellorsville. Williamsburg, South
Mountain, and Antietam are the only
victories it can inscribe upon its banuers.
The soldiers are chagrined, mortified, and
angered over the mismanagement at Fred-
ericksburg and Chancellorsville, but have
lest none of their loyalty to the old flag.
| The army is opposite Frederickshurg. The
troops are diminishing, not only by sickness,
’ bet by the return home of resiments whose
| terms of enlistment have expired.
1

Several
thousand veterans, who have been in all the
| battles, are mustered out. What shall be
' done? Gen. Hooker has no plan. Gen.

Halleck, in Washington, has no plan. They
[ will wait.

CONFEDERATE PLANS.

Going down to Gen. Lez’s ariny we see
the soldiers exultant over the victories of
{ Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. They
! have a right to swing their caps and burrah

over those signal defeats of the Union army.
| They have the feeling that the army com-
manded by Lee is invincible; that they can
win a victory anywhere and against any
odds. Longstrect’s troops arrive from Saf-
folk. New recrails arvive, swelling the
army to 90000, It is in splendid condition.
Never has the spirit of the Confederate
trocps been so high.

GENERAL SITUATION.

Let us take a lock at the men upon the
chessboard of the Nution. Going west, we
sce a Confederate army under Gen. Pember-
| ton at Vicksbuig, and a Union army under
| Gen. Grant elosing uroond it.  'We shall see
|
!
i

Gen. Jor. E. Joknston at Jackson, Miss.,,
with a few thonsand Confederate troops,
tryiog to barrass Gen. Graat.

Going up to Teunessce we see Gen. Bragy
with a large Confederate army at Tullahoma,
and Reseerans in front of him. Neither
General has done anything since the battle
of Stone's River,

If we had been in the ofiice of Mr. Seddon,
Secretary of War, in Richmond, the first
week in May, we should bave seen Gen.
Longstreet talking with the Secrefary.

“I have a plan,” said Mr. Seddon, “for
sending your troops west to Mississippi to
join Johnston and attack Grant, who is lay-
ing siege to Vicksburg. What do you think
of it?

“I think that there is a better way to
relieve Pemberton by bringing the troops
under Johnston to Tullzahoma and to hurry
forward two of my divesions, With these
troops Bragg can crush Rosecrans; then he
can march through Tennessee and Kentucky
and threaten the invasion of Ohio. He will
have no opposition and will find provisions
everywhere. The result will be the with-
drawal of Grant from Vicksburg to head off
Bragg.”

Gen. Longstreet goes on to Fredericksburg
and talks the matter over with Gen. Lee.

“To take away your corps will divide my
army,” said Gen. Lee.

No commander likes to have his troops
taken away from him.

LEE'S PLAN.

It is human nature for us to desire to
wield all possible power. Gen. Lee was
thinking of a plan. He knew that Hooker's
army was growing smaller—that regiments
were leaving, and that others were not tak-
ing their places, It was hardly to be ex-
pected that Hooker, after the defeat of
Chancellorsville, would make any move-
ment., What should be done? A victorious
army, after a great victory, cannot sit
down and do nothing without loss of pres-
tige. If Lee could drive Hooker back to
Falmouth, what could he notl do with 40,000
sdditional troops?

“Why not invade Pennsylvania?” Gen.
Lee asked.

“Such & movement,” said Longstreet, “can
be successful if made offensive in strategy,

J but defensive in tacties.”

4

By that he intended to say that if Lee
should select his line of march and the
country he intended to oceupy, but when it
came to a battle select his ground and wait
to be attacked, he wonld be snccessful, “The
movement,” headded,"into Pennsylvania will
make a great stir in the North, and Hooker
will be compelled to atiack you on your
chosen ground. You remember Napoleon's
advice to Marmont—'Seleet your ground
and make your ememy attack you.! At
Fredericksburg we held Burpside with a
few thousand men, crippling and demoraliz-
ing Lis army, while we lost very few. At
Chancellorsville we attacked and Hooker
was on the defensive. We dislodged him,
but at such a terrible sacrifice that half a
dozen such victories would have ruined us.”
There were many reasons why Gen. Lee
should make a movement somewhere, and
especially why he should invade Pennsylva-
nia.

THE NORTHERN PEACE PARTY.

From the beginning there had been a

large party in the Northern States opposed

to the war. They were mainly men who
wanted Breckinridge, of Kentucky, for Presi-
dent, and some who voted for John Bell, of
Tennessee,—Democrats and Whigs, who pro-
fessed great regard for the Constitution, but
who hated the negro. They sided with the
South. Many of them were so hostile that
a8 soldier in Virginia, speaking of them,
said that they were as venomous as a cop-
perhead snake, whose bite is death. So i’
came about that Northern men who op-
posed the war, who were cast down over the
victories of Fort Donelson, Pittsburg Land-
ing, Antietam, and Stone’s River, but who
rejoiced over the disasters at Bull Run, on
the Peninsula, at Fredericksburg, and Chan-
cellorsville, were called Copperheads by the
soldiers.

They called themselves Peaca Democrats,
and &d what they could to aid the South.
The War Democrats were still ready to fight
for the preservation of the Union, but they
opposed the proclamation of President Lin-
coln giving freedom to the slaves. The Peace
Democrats of Pennsylvania said in Conven-
tion: “The party of fanaticism—or crime,
whicliever it may be called—that seeks to
turn loose the slaves of the Southern States
tooverrnn the North, and to enter into com-
petition with the white laboring masses,
thus degrading their manhood by placing
them on an equality with negroes, is insult-
ing to our race and meets our most em-
phatie and unqualified condemnation. This
is a Government of white men, and was es-
tablished exclusively for the white race.”

In the election Pennsylvania, New York,
Indiana and Illinois—President Lineoln’s
own State—were all carried by the Demo-
crats. 'The suspension of the kabeas corpus
gave great offense. There were so many
disloyal men in Ohiocand Indiana that Gen.
Burnside, who had been sent to Cincinnati
to take command there, published an order
threatening the arrest of men who should
give aid and comfort to the enemy.

On May 5, when Hooker was being driven
from Chaneellorsville, he { Burnside) sent sol-
diers to Dayton, who arrested Clement L.
Vallandigham, the Democratic candidate for
Governor. He was tried by a military court.
Gen. Burnside paid no attention to the writ
of haleas corpus, which was issued by a
Judge of one of the courts. The civil power
was placed beneath the militlary. Bayonet,
instead of civil law, rnled. Vallandigham
was deelared guilty of expressing his sym-
pathies in favor of the enemy. He had been
very bitter against the President and the
continuance of the war. He was put in
prison, but President Lincoln had him taken
from prison and sent South to the Confeder-

ates. Iie did not stay there long, but went
! to Canada, aud was scon back in Olio, more
bitter than ever.

. THE DRAFT.

When the wiur bec iy more men volun-
teered than were callea for, but the wave of
patriotism had spent its foree ; no volunteers
came to fill up the ranks, and Congress or-
dered a draft. It was to go into effect July 1.
Men who swung their kats and-hurrahed for,
the Union at the outset did not like to think
that they might be drafted. There was
great discontent in consequence. Gen. Lee,
Jefferson Davis, and the Confederate Gov-
ernment knew it, and determined to take
advantage of it. They would strike a blow
where it would be felt at a moment when
the tide of events were all against Presi-
dent Lincoln and the Union Army.

LOOKING TO FRANCE AND ENGLAND.

From the beginning of the war the Con-
federate Government had been looking
eagerly across the Atlantic to the countries
of Europe for sympathy and help, and had
received it—arms, ammunition and supplies
of all kinds;—had been recognized as bellig-
erents. But that was not enough ; they must
be recognized as a nation; they had defeated
great armies, won brilliant victories; if now
they could invade Pennsylvania and defeat
the Northern Army in its own territory,
their friends in England would compel Lord
John Russell, Prime Minister, and the Queen
to recognize the Confederacy as a nation.
France was only waiting for England to act.

If they could defeat the Union army in
Pennsylvania, then they could take posses-
sion of Baltimore and redeem Maryland;
then Washington would be theirs, and they
would fling out the Stars and Bars above the
dome of the Capitol, and the Confederacy,
and not the Union, would everywhere be
hailed as the rising power of the Western
World. The recognition of the Confederacy
by Great Britain would irritate the North,
already angered by the course pursued by
that country; war would follow, and then
the iron-clad war ships of England’s great
navy would scatter the fleets blockading
Wilmington and Savannah and the Chesa-
peake like chafl before the wind, and carry
desolation to New York and Boston. The
troops of Great Britain were already in Can-
ada; Confederate agents were at work in
Montreal and Toronto, and opposite Detroit,
or Niagara Falls. Once bring about a war
between England and the United States,
and the independence of the South was
certain.

FRANCE AND MEXICO.

We must go over to France and down to
Mexico, to comprehend the meaning and
greatness of the outcome of the campaign
which Gen. Lee and Jefferson Davis were
planning, for it will reach even to the end of
time. No historian, as it seems to me, has
yet comprehended the vasiness (if I may use
the word) of the results.

I have said that France was ready to re-
cognize the Confederacy as a nation, and this

is the place to see why she was, in advance
of England, not only ready but eager to do
80. .
Just before the secession of the Southern
Statesthere wasno end of trouble in Mexico—
civil war, revolution sneceeding revolution.
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. State, which, of course, gave great
¢ to the bishops and priests.

Y < 1857 the bishops and priests annulled
tue Constitution and elected Gen. Zuloags
President, while the people elected Juarez
Constitutional President. Zuoloaga was
succeeded by Miramon, who was sustained
by the bishops. He paid no respect to law.
He shot men in cold blood and seized their
property. In 1860 he broke into the house
of the British Legation and seized $£680,000.
There was a Swiss banker in the city of
Mexico by the name of Jecker, who let him
have §750,000, and who received in returm
bonds promising to pay to the amount of
$15,000,000. Miramon was defeated in bat-
tle by Juarez, who became President of the
whole country, and who confiscated still
more property held by the bishops.

The bishops determined to recover what
they had lost. We see Bishop Munquia and
Bishop Labastida hastening to Spain, France,
and Rome, to lay the matter before the Pope
and to interest Spain and Franee in their
behalf. The banker Jecker finds that he
never can get $15000,000 from President
Juarez, who is willing to repay the $750,000
which has been advanced and the interest,
but he will not pay the $15,000,000, for which
nothing has been received by anybedy.
Jecker consults with the bishops, and a deep
laid scheme is divised.

England has already sent her war shipe
and Sir Charles Wyke to demand the $660,-
000 seized by Miramon. France and Spain
join in demanding reparation for robl®ries
committed by Miramon. They enter inte
an agreement on the last day of October,
1861, to send troops to Vera Cruz,—not teo
conquer Mexico, but to recover damages,

Louis Napoleon is Emperor of France and
' Engenie Empress, who is very devont, and
is touched by the story which the bishops
tell of the spoliation of the Church. It is
said that she received letters from the Pope
which greatly enlisted her sympathies
Louis Napoleon quite likely would not have
lifted Eis finger to aid the bishops in getting
back what had been taken from them ; but
he saw an opportunity, as he thought, to
extend his power and add to the greatness

of his fame. Mexico was a great country—
several times larger than France. England

had an Empire in the East ; why should not
| France have one in the West? It was a rich
| country, with mines of gold and silver and
' far-reaching plateaus of fertile land. Why
not improve the opportunity to take posses-

sion of it? There was only one cbstacle—
| the United States. James Monroe, when
President, said in a : “We should
cousider any attempt on the part of Euro-
pean Powers to extend their system to this
| hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and
| safety.”

That is known to the world as the Monroe
doctrine. The people of the United States
bad indorsed it, and any attempt of Euro-
pean Powers to interfere in afinirs on this
gide the Atlantic would be resented by the
United States. But the United Statesin
1861 was divided. The Southern States had
set up a Government of their own. If the
United States did not conquer, republican
government—the people governing them-
selves—would be a failure.

The downfall of the Great Republic of the
Western World would be a new lease of life
to Kings and Emperors. It was a propitious
time for France to extend her power and
greatness,

The banker Jecker has divided his 15,000,-
000 bonds with men high in influence with
Louis Napoleon, who urge him on. The
Empress, with the bishops behind her, be-
seeches him to interfere in behalf of the
Church. There are troops from England,
France and Spain at Vera Cruz.

We come to April 16, 1862. The Fremch
Commissioners issue a proclamation against
President Juarez, and Gen. Loreneez, with
5,000 men, marches towards the City of Mex-
ico. He reaches Pueblo, but is confronted
and defeated by the Mexicans. The news goes
across the Atlantic. England and Spain dis-
cover what Louis Napoleon intends to do
and withdraw their troops. But Louis Na-
poleon has laid his plans, On July 3, 1863,
while the Army of the Potomae is at Harri-
son’s Landing, after the repulse from Rich-
mond, the Emperor writes a letter of in-
struction to Gen. Farry. This is what he
says: “It is for our interest that the Repub-
lic of the United States may be powerful
and prosperous, but by no means that she
should take all the Gulf of Mexico, and
hence command the West Indies as well as
South America, and De the sole dispenser
of the products of the New World.”

It is not difficult to understand the mean-
ing of the Emperor of France—that he
wished to eripple the power of the United
States. To accomplish it he was going to
make the Archduke of Austria, Maximilian,
Emperor of Mexico, and establish his throne
by the bayonets of France.

A great fleet of ocean steamships, with
45000 men on board, sailed from France.
In January the troops were at Vera Cruz,
aud we see them entering the City of Mexico
and takipg possession of the Government in
May, 1863,

Going over to Paris, we see John Slidell,
of Louisiana, Confederute agent, urging the
Emperor to recognize the Confederacy. In
London Joka M. Mason is using every means
toinduce Lord Jobn Russell, Prime Minister,
to do the same. Will not such recognition
be eagerly granted by Franee if Gen. Lee in-
vades Penusylvania and wins a great battle?
We know that Jefferson Davis and the lead-
ers of the Confederate Government had high
expectations of what France was doing in
Mexico. It was a movement hostile to the
United States—antazonistie to the Monroe
doctrine—which, sooner or later, wounld end
in war between the United States and France,
So powerful were the influences at work
upon Englang—her need for cotton, its
high price, the need of the Souih for
goods of every desciiption, the intercsts of
the great manufacturing and commercial
interests of Great Dritain—that if the South
were victorious in the invasion of the North,

During a long period of years the priests of
the Church had obtained a vast amount of
property. More than half of the productive
land of the country was held by the Church
in mortmain, which means dead hand. That
is, men who had died, through the influence

public opinion in Euvgland would compel
the Government to recognize the Confed-
eracy as a4 nation.

Far-reaching and momentous will be the
outcome of what Gen. Lee is planning. It
will be the continuance or downfall of the
Republic, involving the liberties and the

of the priests, had bequeathed their property

to the Church, that their souls might rest in

progress of the human raee.
- [ T0 be continued.]




